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The Mid County Parkway (MCP) was identified as a key new east-west regional transportation corridor in Western Riverside County after four years of comprehensive land use and transportation planning through the Riverside County Integrated Project (RCIP) approved in 2003-04.
The study efforts to identify the corridor were jointly undertaken by the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) and the County of Riverside in coordination with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Riverside County is America’s fastest growing County, with the County’s population projected to increase from 2 million to 3.5 million and growth in employment expected to increase over 115 percent in the number of jobs in the next 20 years. Without additional transportation infrastructure to support this growth, traffic congestion threatens to diminish the quality of life in Riverside County. The Mid County Parkway will help relieve current traffic congestion and help accommodate long-planned, future growth identified four years ago by the RCIP.

To build a new transportation corridor that will effectively and efficiently accommodate regional east-west movement of people and goods between and through San Jacinto, Perris, and Corona.


While a final route for the project has not yet been approved by the federal agencies, the proposed 32-mile Mid-County Parkway is located within a large study area in Western Riverside County between I-15 and SR-79, primarily along or parallel to existing Cajalco Road and Ramona Expressway. On Sept. 12, 2007, RCTC selected Alternative 9 as the locally preferred route for the parkway from among five alternatives within the study area. Technical studies show Alternative 9 is superior to the other alternatives in virtually every category, including cost, impacts to the environment and impacts to the community. A final approval of the project environmental document and project report is expected to take place by the end of 2008. 





The Community and Environmental Transportation Acceptability Process (CETAP) was one of the first seven projects in the nation to be covered under President Bush’s Executive Order 13274 for Environmental Stewardship and Streamlining. The MCP is one of the four CETAP corridors covered under the Executive Order.


The Mid County Parkway will provide significant traffic relief for residents and commuters who travel across Western Riverside County, giving them better access to jobs, homes and public facilities.  The project will also benefit area businesses by improving the movement of goods and services.

Selection of a locally preferred alternative does not complete the approval process but gives property owners and others interested in the project information about the likely route at the earliest possible stage. There are many phases of work left to complete before a final selection is made and construction can begin. A draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) will be released in early 2008 for review and comment by the public, resource agencies and local governments. Once final reports are approved and agreement on the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) is reached, RCTC will be able to obtain needed federal and state permits, acquire land, and finalize engineering designs for the project. The earliest construction is anticipated to begin in 2011. Construction will likely take place in phases. 

· RCTC must identify and secure the required funding for this $3.1 billion project. The project is not fully funded at this time.

· The initial phase of the project has been funded by Western Riverside County Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fees (TUMF) and a Federal Streamlining Allocation.

· Project design, right-of-way acquisition and construction costs are anticipated to be funded by a combination of local Measure “A” ½ cent sales tax, local TUMF fees, State and federal dollars.
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The Mid County Parkway is a project of Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC).
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